MOVEMENTS FOR LIBERATION:

WE DID NOT MAKE OURSELVES
[1.5 HOURS])

OVERVIEW

This is a movement timeline exercise to explore different tendencies inside movements for liberation and self-

determination, and to untangle our individual and collective relationship to a variety of feminisms.

GOALS

+  To collectively ground ourselves in various movement lineages
«  To explore how history informs our current reality

+  To engage in dialogue around our different understandings and experiences with feminism

TIME NEEDED
1.5 hours

MATERIALS NEEDED

. F|ip chart, tape, markers to write up prompts and capture key repor’r—bocks, writing materials for participants

«  Handouts: Timeline (pp. 30-31) copied at expanded scale on ledger-sized paper & Timeline Worksheet (p. 29)

READINGS/RESOURCES

Project South'’s toolkits all have incredible historical timelines; see their Timeline of Scientific Racism, as well as the

Timeline of the Medical Industrial Complex from Changing Frequencies (due out in 2020)

FRAMING

This is a timeline activity to connect contemporary work to different feminist organizing legacies, and to explore

both the power and limitations of different waves of work. Ruby Sales talks about the importance of engaging our
hindsight, insight, and foresight. We practice hindsight by studying history and engaging collective memory; we
practice insigl’ﬁ by honesﬂy JrC||<ir1g stock of our current work in |ig|’1’r of that historical context in order to have foresigh’r
for what lies ahead. Our mandate is not just to appreciate what has been made possible by those who've come

before us but to build on this legacy and leave something behind for those who will come after.

Through practice, we believe in the possibility of creating a feminist framework by confronting current systems
of oppression (such as white supremacy, capitalism, and heteropatriarchy) and building a new world with a
vision of liberation for all. We know that feminism - as a framework and practice - can and must be rooted in
ending domination in all its forms, inc|uc|ing gender-bosed oppression and violence stfemming from po’rriorchy.
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These poison all of us, from those of us who are read as masculine or feminine women, to those of us who are “gender
outlaws,” to straight cis men, to those of us who are trans. Our focus is more about politics and practice and less
about identity; all people can and could (and should!) be feminists, and women are by no means the only ones with
a stake in the fight to end patriarchy. At the same time, we know that while those who have experienced oppression
hold many of the solutions and antidotes we need most to transform it, we are simultaneously denied access to
shoping strategy or solutions because of ongoing racism, classism, and elitism. This is one of the ways feminism has
been distorted and flattened. It is therefore completely understandable that so many of us have bqggqge associated
with the word feminism because of how it has been commodiﬁed, Whi’re-woshed, and de-fonged. Questions of race,
class, and gender are the fault lines along which the majority of the social movements in this country have fractured
and FoHerecI, and feminism is no different. It is also important to note that B|ock, |nc|igenous, |esbion, queer, frans,
working class Chicanx and Latinx feminists, and feminists across the Global South continue to stake claim to feminism

and hold a crucial political counterweight to the ‘pop feminism’ of this time.

WE 6OT BAGGAGE

Discussion questions for pairs or full group:
« What is your relationship to the word ‘feminist’? Who is the first person you thought of as a feminist?
+  Read together the definition from bell hooks: “Feminism is a movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation,
and oppression. This includes political, social, and ideological methods and work.”
+  How is your relationship to the word different than the actual definition? Do you understand yourself to be a
feminist, and has that changed over time?
Next, discuss as a full group:
«  What makes you a feminist, or not?
«  Where is there discord or alignment between our associations with feminism and the definition above?
«  What's the current /egocy and what /egocy are we trying to create?
Key places people get stuck:
+  Folks have understandable pain and rage about white women's domination, shrillness, and co-optation of feminism.
+  The narrow notion within privileged feminisms that gender oppression is “the only oppression that really
matters” denies the experience of the majority of the world's women who navigate a daily reality shaped
by their gender, race, class, and sexuality. This legacy of misunderstanding the reality of interlocking
oppressions is olomoging fo everyone.
+ When feminism is focused on a set of principles rather than on a set of practices or issues, it can feel abstract
and irrelevant to people’s lives.
+  Folks can get stuck around not feeling connected to womannness (as queers, dykes, fags, sissies, gender
nonconforming folks, femmes, etc).
+  Often, the core of our fraughtness about feminism is that we are stuck on individual identities rather
than targeting patriarchy and misogyny as systems of domination that harm all people across gender
(while targeting all feminized bodies and specific bodies that are deviant or outside normative gender roles).
In addition, those that benefit from sexism and are conferred power in patriarchy can and should fight

against it and demand its downfalll
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HINDSIGHT ACTIVITY
+  Break peop|e out into groups to ono|yze and assess five different eras of nis’rory. Depending on your group
size, you may have two groups discussing the same era.
After people are in their groups, reveal their assignment. They will discuss, scribe, then write a slogan.
1. Discuss:
+ What were the key sfrengfl’is of your era?
« What were the key weaknesses (or contradictions) of your era’?
« What can we take forward? (For report-back)
«  What should be left behind?
2. Scribe: Each group should write key moments from their era - either liberatory or limiting - on big
paper (or a worksheet), to be shared with the full group in a gallery walk.
3. Writea s|ogon: Ask each group fo prepare a repor‘r—bock focused on what we can we take from this

era moving forward. Top it off by giving their era a slogan or motto that captures its core themes.

GALLERY WALK AND FINAL DISCUSSION
+  Have the groups present their slogans and very brief reportbacks. As they share, each group can put their

written work on the wall.

«  Give everyone five minutes to walk around and review the Work, then bring folks back for a final discussion.

Consider:

«  What do we want to keep, fortify, or emboc/y from our nisfory? What do we want to leave behind?

« When you look back at this timeline and collective body of work, how does it change how you think
about feminism or understand feminism, if at all?

« Where do you find inspiration and possibility, and where is your heart broken? What do you grieve?

«  What does our feminist legacy teach us as we shape and embody this work together? What is our
mandate? What insight or foresight does this provide us?

«  Name the pusi'ies and pu||s we can see inside freedom movements: for assimilation, for reform, for
complete and utter transformation.

+  See how movements have grappled over the decades: Do we want to obtain what cis white men
have inside this current structure or transform the whole?

+  Take a stand. We want to pull from the best traditions of feminism for the many: militant, radical,
embodied for transformation (reform or assimilation), and requiring personal and collective work!

«  One manifestation of Black feminists creating space for themselves and their communities was and is

through reproductive justice.

JOURNAL ACTIVITY

Close with an opportunity for participants to take the collective reflections of the group as a foundation for persona

reflection and writing (see worksheet opposite).
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| E L. N [
I ”“ l ERA:
HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THE TIME PERIOD? WHAT WERE THE KEY STRENGTHS?
WHAT WERE THE KEY WEAKNESSSES OR CONTRADICTIONS?

WHAT CAN WE TAKE FORWARD, AND WHAT SHOULD BE LEFT BEHIND?

WHAT ARE THREE KEY
MOMENTS THAT EITHER...

..movep s era TOWARDS

LIBERATION OR HELD IT BACK?

TAKE THE LESSONS OF HISTORY AND THE TIMELINES YOU’VE BEEN OFFERED TO HEART, AND THINK AROUT A MOMENT
OF HINDSIGHT AND INSIGHT FROM YOUR OWN MORE RECENT FEMINIST ORGANIZING.

WHAT FORESIGHT MIGHT COME OF THIS?
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HEGEMONIC FORCES

1600-1847

THE AMERICAN COLONIES

ﬁ:_»:\nrmv\m_fm_ﬂm of control were o_mm@:mn_ to advance the
_Qﬂmmﬂ colonial project that relied on increased white presence
and the subjugation, assimilation, or massacre of Indigenous
people, enslaved Black people, and anyone seen as
non-white. These systems require ﬂmm:_ozo: of the _uom< and of
masses of bodies for the function at hand.

Political: Displacement and genocide of Indigenous people’s
begins with first colony; slavery is legalized; women are the
_Nmnu, property of their husbands or fathers; abortion is a
common medical practice and _mma_ in British colonies.
Economic: Mercantile economy.

THE PURITANS

Cultural: The Puritans enacted strict legal and cultural codes
that still influence our nation. These codes were hea _<
gendered.

Political: Laws about mm:mﬁ and mmxco_:«\ were ﬂ:n_<
enforced, inlcuding sodomy and dress code laws. Women were
mc_u_mﬁ to greater social _om:Q_ ies than men; Biblical ideas of
race and gender made the witch moral panic and persecution
possible.

Economic: Agriculture and small-scale craftsman production.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Cultural: Cementing of racial and gender hierarchies through
citizenship/enfranchisement; ‘Only humans are rich Christian
white men, women exist to serve men, Black ENOU_N exist to
serve white men.

Political: Founding of the United States and Revolutionary
War 1775-1791

Economic: Pursuit of Happiness, in «o::n__:m pl _OMOU_J_mm is
understood as 1@r+ to own property.

CHATTEL SLAVERY

Cultural: By the time of the Civil War, enslaved Black people
had reached 4 million in _uo_uz_ozo: garnering monetary
wealth for the US state that exceeded $3.5
legal emancipation.

Political: 1619 Transatlantic Slave Trade Begins with first Dutch
ship to Jamestown; 1808 Congress outlaws the African Slave
trade, but does not abolish chattel slavery; cementing of racial
hierarchy of whiteness

Economic: Slavery is 200% and 300% of the nation’s
income.

WESTWARD EXPANSION

Cultural: All legitimated’ through ‘Manifest Destiny,’
Christianity aka 'God-given rights, scientific racism. By 1876
Indigenous populations had been decimated from 10 mi
to less than 300,000, and 2 billion acres of land had _umm:
seized.

Political: Manifest Destiny, refusal to honor treaties, runaway
slave laws, and gold rush/land rush fuel creation of policing.
Economic: Agricultural economy begins to transition to an
industrial economy in the 1830s.

1848-1949

CIVIL WAR

Cultural: 1861 - 1865 the Civil War, the South seceded from the
Union when the white supremacy of Southern society was
threatened by calls to end slavery.

Political: 1863 the Emancipation Proclamation declared ‘that
all persons held as slaves’ within the rebel
henceforward shall be free!

Economic: The Civil War radically shifted the economic power
of the US. By ending slavey the enormous wealth of the South
no _o:mma mx_ﬂwmh this and the rise of industrialization made the
North the economic power.

us states ‘are, and

RECONSTRUCTION

Cultural: 1865 - 1877 following legal emancipation, an intricate
set of laws and practices mm<m_onmn_ to maintain a social and
economic order that mwm_@:mimm where and how Tom_mf
according to race and according to gender, could move, exist,
operate, _o<m‘ maww wlcno*w‘ rear children Hoﬂ :o; EQGIP
and labor. _r<:nr,3© was utilized as mumﬁdn_m with the aim of
m:._ToEm:m:@ white <_@__o_imm and insti ing fear in those resisting
‘the natural order of things.

Political: The Black Codes were introduced in 1865 and 1866 to
control the labor and behavior of Black vmcv_m in the South.
The 13th Amendment was passed and ratified in 1865 abolish-
ing slavery. The 14th Amendment passed in 1868 to try to work
against the restrictive laws disenfranchising former slaves in the
South.

Economic: In 1865 the Freedmen'’s Bureau was enacted to

confiscate land from former owners and give to former slaves;
President Johnson reverted.

JIM CROW

Cultural: Racial caste s
criminalization of behaviors and people. The expansion of the
US further west in the mid to late 1800s buttressed the ushering
in of the ‘century of segregation” known as Jim Crow.

Political: KKK, mobs, militia form and use the ‘protection

of white womanhood' by white men, from Black men as
justification.

Economic: Black people in the South are forced to work in
m:_u_r_mo_«mn_ positions to white Umov_ﬂ do not have economic
autonomy

m_‘:ﬁoﬂnmn_. these laws were the

EUGENICS MOVEMENT

Cultural: Rising white anxiety that Black and Indigenous
people, and immigrants (at the time Irish, Italian, Mexican,
and Chinese) would cause the demise of ci
Political: State-sanctioned sterilization, medical experimenta-
tion, and warehousing of Indigenous, Black, poor, mentally il
LGBTQ people and exported to other countries

GREAT MIGRATION

Culture: 1916 - 1970 the mass movement of 6 n Black
people from the South to the Midwest and Northeast, West.
Political/Economic: Reinvigorates white supremacy nationally.
Redlining and other racial restrictions commonplace:

1950-1975

RED SCARE
Cultural:An
counter rm@mBOJ_n culture is labeled as potentially Communist.
Cultural shift from the ‘New Deal common good' to conform-
ism and consumer capitalism.

Political: McCarthyism, the hearings and culture of fear that
m:nccawmm accusations of Communism and ended the careers
and lives of many, from actors to activists. Americanism
identified with patriotism and consumerism.

Economic: Consumer capitalism is a response to the US
empire established after WWII, superpower status, and
advances in +mnT:o_O@< that create nrmouma moomy as well as
the economic boom from WWII and increased purchasing
power of men and women

RISE OF THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

Cultural: Including COINTELPRO the response to liberation
movements, the systematic
liberation movements ::o:@r surveillance and infiltration ¢<
the FBI; the Vietnam War, and the backlash against the peace
movement.

Political: The government illegally to conducted COINTEL-
PRO operations and to continue the Vietnam war so that
private corporations could financially benefit. JFK, MLK,
Malcolm X, and other movement leaders. Political, police, and
vigilante violence as force of repression.

Economic: Massive economic gains from militarization and
private corporate support of that militarization.

mani

MODERN RIGHT-WING MOVEMENT

Cultural: 1st mass mailer and consolidation of resources and
Wm@m:m to mobilize resentment against liberation movements;
anti-feminists start to gain steam and build v_o%o:‘J mom_m
Forum and Phyllis Schafley. Anti-gay rights movement begins
with Anita Bryant and the Rally for Decency.

Political: 1973, Roe vs. Wade turns abortion into a conservative
issue, ignites the Evangelical Christian right into action. States’
«.@Im mobilization and Southern strategy in repsonse to Civi
Rights, Black Power, Chicano, and Women's movements.
Economic: 1973 marks official beginning of neoliberalism with
the Volcker Shock from the Fed and rise in interest rates and
m:vmwn:m:_, recessions

NEOLIBERALISM

Cultural: Displacement of the values of economic liberalism,
which emphasized ‘common good’ economy, for an economy
and soiciety based on free markets and devaluing government
Political: Economic policy shifts sabotaged Carter's presidency
and made possible the rise of Reaganism as backlash to

failed economic policies of liberalism (that were actually

Economic: Cosumer capitalism combined with the opening of
global free markets and the devaluing of government and
union checks and balances on corporate power

1976-1995

CULTURE WARS

Cultural: Right-wing backlash to movements for liberation,
includes the founding of Family Values and Evangelical
no_:ao_ movements, both racialized and cm:mmﬂwm to
reinforce hetero white UQEQE_&\, Advent of new anti-Black,
women, LGBTQ, immigrant, etc rhetoric in the public sphere
through media and political campaigns. Works to dismantle
the gains of liberation movements.

Political: Political work to shrink democracy and limit
economic and political power of women, Black folks,
immigrants, and workers. Consolidation of think tanks, media,
churches, politics, and resources to advance right wing
agendas.

Economic: Consumer capitalism is a response to the U.S.
empire established after WWII, superpower status, and
advances in technology that create cheaper goods, as well as
the economic boom from WWII and increased purchasing
power O% men O_Jm women.

US IMPERIALISM

Cultural: Punishment of anti-imperialist, anti-coloni st, and
socialist experiments }ﬂo:mr coups, sanctions, and media
Political: The US government disrupts the Global South
through political interventions and illegal wars. The School of
the America’s aids in the training of ‘freedom fighters' who
0_63 with an ::_umlof Qmm:mo,

Economic: Massive economic gains from militarization and
private corporate support of that militarization. Organized
crime is able to grab power in the the power vacuums left by

the US.

NEOLIBERALISM (S0CIAL)

Cultural: Cuts to government funding and social services for
the undeserving poor, ‘welfare queen.” Control of Black and
working-class people through law and order agenda, War on
Drugs is used to wage war on Black, Latino, and working-class
people. Social safety net attacked by white supremacy for
giving _cmc_c_m of color and women access to greater agency.
These cuts made to give tax cuts to the wealthy (‘trickle down’
:’_mo_{v‘ ﬂmm:_z:m in mass redistribution of wealth Euioa_m.
Unions that made the middle class possible begin to lose
popularity and are cast as the enemy to corporate America.
Political: Attempts to politically shrink democracy by attacking
voting rights and through criminalization. Tax laws and
privatization of public processes and goods, ies; the
movement for mass deregulation results in outsourcing that
undermines organized labor and is the beginning of the death
of American manufacturing.

Economic: Being a consumer becomes the main hegemonic
identity of Americans. NAFTA signed, the ground work is laid
through global economic organizations like the WTO and
American government for globalization.

ke uti

1995-2019

CULTURE WARS

Cultural: The last phase of the Regean-era culture wars, the
right wing has learned that their target audience has to
include not just their base; shift in recru ing strategies and
_ojm:omw to make their base the majority of Americans
Political: The anti-choice movement attacks ﬁuEl:QZn
rights and the ability to make informed choices about one’s
own sexual practices 1‘:0.._@_; crement _< lmwaoim_im
advances in ﬂmgomcnz,\m q_mr»m laws. x_mr?im:m government
obstructionism begins and grows from Gingrich to McConnel
The Tea Party movement ultimately delivers Trump the White
House, embracing white nationalism as its core political
philosophy.

Economic: US economy weathers several serious recessions,
indlucing the 2008 recession fueled by the housing i
right wing positions these recessions and the
white So%:m class not as the result of their policies but as the
result of immigration form the Global South and the shift from
a majority white nation to an increasingly Black and Brown
nation.

al shift toward authoritarianism and
g traditional modes like the family, the
church, and the country as the backbone of the nation. These
are even embraced by some elements of the LGBTQ,
immigrant, and feminist movements. Movements splinter into
pro-nationalism and anti-war groups.

Political: Resurgence of law and order’ agenda, new wave of
i-immigrant laws with SB 1070, and the establishment of a
309_,\ absolute surveillance culture 4_‘:or_mr the Patriot Act.
Anti-war factions fight to make visible the US role in the
creation of modern-day ‘terrorism’ globally.

Economic: Massive economic o_mwﬂcuzo: as anti-immigrant
policies weaken many of the nation’s industries and the
constant drain on the US economy of foreign wars. Work to
dismantle the military-industrial complex on many fronts.

ANTI-IMMIGRANT, ANTI-WOMAN, AND ANTI-BLACK MOVEMENTS
Cultural: vmorv_m of color are mnonmmoc_fmn_ T,\ conservatives for
everything from social to economic moral panics of white
Americans of every class - a full realization of the Southern
strategy. Consumerism co-opts what it can from these
movements, robbing the mainstream of the powerful critique
of the movements. White Nationalism comes out of hiding,
using the digital space to radicalize people, to take actions like
the rally in Charlottesville.

Political: Crimmigration policies spread throughout the US to
the present-day concentration camps at our borders. Police
murders of Black folks persist at endemic rates. The murder
and persectution of trans women persists at endemic rates.
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